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What league does Forest Hills participate in?


Forest Hills has been a member of SOYFAI (Southern Ohio Youth Football Association, Inc.), since 1993. SOYFAI is the oldest and most competitive youth football league in Southern Ohio. SOYFAI’s plays by OHSAA rules. SOYFAI is well respected as a very competitive league, with organizations from other local leagues applying to join each season. SOYFAI currently consists of ten (10) organizations split into two divisions based on the size of the community or school district that organization represents. These divisions are;

North – Forest Hills, Harrison, Sycamore, Glen Este, and Colerain


South – Delhi, Milford, Wyoming, Reading, and Deer Park


The regular season consists of nine (9) games versus each league opponent. Division games count toward postseason play, while non-division games do not. Playoffs are held per division with the top four (4) teams from each division participating. Each division hosts its own Super Bowl.


Games are played on Saturdays with one organizations teams (six in total) traveling to the other organization. Game times are as follows (youngest to oldest);
9:00, 10:15, 11:30, 12:45, 2:00, 3:15
Are there Age and Weight Limits?

Ages 5 & 6 (Limited to 5 & 6 year olds, age cut-off date is 8-1-10) 
· Weight limit 80 lbs.

Age 7 (Limited to 7 year olds, age cut-off date is 8-1-10) 

· Weight limit 90 lbs.

Age 8 (Limited to 8 year old year olds, age cut-off is 8-1-10) 

· Weight limit 100 lbs.

Age 9 (Limited to 9 year old year olds, age cut-off is 8-1-10) 

· Weight limit 112 lbs.

Age 10 (Limited to 10 year old year olds, age cut-off is 8-1-10) 

· Weight limit 124 lbs.

Age 11 (Limited to 11 year old year olds, age cut-off is 8-1-10) 

· Weight limit 136 lbs.

· Per our league rules one weigh-in will occur per season. This weigh-in usually occurs in late August. Players will weigh-in with their age group. Should any player exceed the weight limit for his age group, that player may move up a age/weight class with parental consent. 
Is this competitive football?

Yes, at all age levels. A playoff is held each year and one Super Bowl Champion per age group, per division is determined. 
What about playing time?
Head Coaches in conjunction with the Executive Board have the authority on when to cap rosters. Head Coaches will be allowed to carry as many players as they feel comfortable their respective coaching staff is able to develop. Playing time is earned with an emphasis on developing the youth we serve. With that said we do guarantee playing time for ages 5 thru 7 in non-division games, at the Head Coaches discretion. The organizations mission is to develop our youth in a competitive environment, while at the same time developing the skills needs to play the game. 
What are the requirements to be a coach for Forest Hills?

Head Coaches are interviewed by the Executive Board and will submit to a thorough background

check. Previous coaching experience with acceptable recommendations are preferred but not required. Assistant coaches are appointed by the Head Coach and approved by the Executive Board. To inquire about coaching, please contact the Director of Coaches dircoaches@foresthillsyouth.com or the Director of Cheer dircheer@foresthillsyouth.com.
What are the parent responsibilities?

Parents are needed to assist with game day gate collections and fundraisers (usually one fundraiser per season). FHYFC is accommodating to all parents in this regard. Parents also must abide by the Parent Code of Conduct. 
How long is the season?

Official start dates for the FHYFC season are determined by SOYFAI, but are typically the last week of July.  Practice begins at this time with league games beginning usually around the end of August. Preseason games will be played. The end of the regular season is the last weekend of October.  Playoffs are held the 1st weekend of November and the Super Bowl is held the 2nd weekend of November.  The organization is operated year round with monthly meetings. 
Why is Registration in January when our season doesn’t start until July?
We hold registrations so that we can get an idea of what equipment we will need based on the number of participants.  While the game season only runs for a few months, we have a lot of planning & other activities that go into getting ready for the season.  While we don’t always know sizes, we can make educated guesses based on numbers.

What is the final date a child can register?
We hold our only official registration in January and for planning purposes, we prefer that children are registered at this time.  While the bulk of our registration does come at this time, we receive registrations until August 1st.  Registrations after June 1st are subject to a late fee. After this point, it is left to the Head Coach’s discretion and would likely depend on how full the roster was at that time.  The absolute last date a child could register would be by weigh-ins.

When and where do we play?

The Forest Hills School District provides us with the use of Anderson and Turpin football stadiums. Additionally, we have a relationship with the Anderson Park District that allows us to use their facilities. We work with the Forest Hills School District and secure as many dates as possible (this includes 1 or 2 preseason bowl games and 4 or 5 home games).  We also reserve dates for Playoffs and the Super Bowl in the event it’s our year to host.  All league games are played on Saturdays with one SOYFAI organizations playing another SOYFAI organization (Yes, we travel as an organization). In 2008 we hosted the playoffs at Turpin High School and in 2010 we hope to host the Super Bowl.
When and where do we practice?

The Forest Hills School District provides us the use of Ayer Elementary and we also use temporary facility provided by the Motz Group across from Riverside Park. Practices are held at the Head Coaches discretion. Preseason practices are usually held (3) days a week ,with some teams going to (2) days a week once the season starts. Our practice facilities have portable lights, so practice times remain the same 6-8.

FHYFC Leadership

Who makes the decisions for FHYFC?

FHYFC is governed by an Executive and Working Board.  The Executive Board consists of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and SOYFAI League Rep.  The Working Board consists of all Executive Board members as well as Director of Coaches, Director of Fields, Director of Equipment, Director of Cheer, Game Day Coordinator, Fundraising Coordinator, Corporate Sponsorship Coordinator, Head Coaches and Parent Reps.

In addition, FHYFC operates under approved by-laws.  These are kept by the Secretary and are available should any member like to view them.

Are these positions elected?

The Executive Board members and the Director positions are 2-year elected positions.  The Coordinator and Head Coach positions are 1-year positions appointed by the Board and the Parent Reps and Assistant Coaches are selected by the Head Coach.  These positions are staggered so that there is not a new board every two years.

Are there any requirements to hold a position?  

The primary requirement is that you are willing to invest the time that the position is going to require and this differs based on the position.  Executive Board members must have children participating in the organization to serve. All Executive Board, Directors, Coordinators, Coaches, and Parent Reps are required to submit a criminal background check.  These are submitted to the Secretary and maintained in the organization’s files.

Are any of the FH positions paid?

NO - All FHYFC positions (board, coaching, parent rep, etc) are volunteer positions and therefore receive no compensation for anything they do.

When are elections?

Nominations are taken and verified during September and then a slate of nominations is presented at the General Board meeting in October.  Elections are typically held the end of October at the practice field to make it easier for all families to participate. Each family has one vote per parent with a maximum of 2 votes per family.  Results are officially announced at the November meeting.  

FHYF FINANCES

What are the fees for FHYFC?

FHYFC requires a one $135.00 fee for football registration and a $55.00 fee for cheerleading registration. Discounts for multiple children are available, and we do have an option to play for free. 

Where does our money go?

Our fiscal year runs July 1 – June 30.  As of January 1, 2010, we will begin the year with a $10,000 balance.  Below is an overview of our income and expenses.  Keep in mind that we are only halfway through our fiscal year.  Most of our revenues come in January at registration and then August – game day earnings, and fundraising.  Our expenses, however, are spread throughout the year.  

Fees Income: $24,500.00

Fundraiser/Sponsors Income: $15,500.00

Game Day Income: $3000.00 (We allow the High School boosters to do concessions)
Spiritwear Income: $2500.00

TOTAL INCOME: $45,500.00

Equipment Costs: $15,500.00

Admin Costs: $25,000.00 (Admin costs includes $8,500.00 for Game Day rentals, $4500.00 for insurance, $4000.00 for Awards, $7000.00 for practice lights and equipment, $1000.00 for printing and marketing, etc.)

I heard that we gave a lot of money to the high school fields, is that true?

In 2001 or 2002, we made a pledge to give $7000 to the Anderson High School Field of Dreams. This was not a lump sum but was rather spread across several years.  We made the final payment on this pledge 2005.  In 2006, we made a pledge to the Turpin High School Field of Dreams for $2500 to be paid over the next 3 years. Forest Hills School District supports us and we intend to support them.
Does this give us rights to use the field?
No, this was a donation to support our community.  We reserve field use through the Forest Hills School District.  Field rentals are done on a first come, first serve basis and depends on which school is available.  We reserve first right for Saturday usage over other area youth organizations
How much do we pay for the field?
We pay an hourly fee of $85.00 for the use of the fields .  
Why did we do away with Bingo?

Years ago, Bingo brought in a significant amount of money to FHYFC.  In recent years, it brought us approximately $10,000 per year.  There was a large commitment on the part of the Director of Bingo to keep this up and running on a weekly basis.  In addition, it was up to the membership of FHYFC to work this every Sunday night.  Unfortunately, there was a significant no-show rate and people were not keeping these commitments.  Due to the fact that Bingo was not making a significant amount anymore and the operations of it were falling to few people, we solicited input from our membership and the majority was in favor of closing the doors.

When do we set the budget and can I see it?
The Working Board meets in January to determine what will be needed for the budget.  At the February Board meeting, the budget is distributed, reviewed and subsequently voted on.  The meeting, like all Board meetings, is open to the general membership.  Any member can attend if he/she would like to have input.
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